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objective tests should be given periodically and the results pte^erved
in school records and used to guide pupils towards suitable
of study or types of employment. Each school should
systematic internal examinations based on their courses of study.
External examinations serve to maintain national standards, and,
for pupils who do not need an external examination, some form of
internal examination would be necessary.
External examinations for pupils who wish to compete for
university scholarships or secure exemption from professional
.examinations should be taken as late as possible in their school
career. They should also be accessible to candidates who have
ceased to be full-time pupils at a secondary school.
An examination at Ordinary, Advanced, or Scholarship level
should be available each year to candidates who are at least sixteen
on September 1st of that year. The Ordinary papers should provide
a reasonable test in the subject for pupils who have taken it as a
part of a wide and general course up to the age of sixteen or for
those who have studied the subject in a non-specialist way in the
sixth form. The Advanced papers are for candidates who have
taken the subject as a specialist study for two years in the sixth
form. Scholarship papers should provide specially gifted pupils an
opportunity for showing distinctive merit and promise. The group
system should be abolished so that all subjects at all these levels
should be optional. Satisfactory candidates are awarded a
General Certificate of Education on which is recorded the
subjects and the levels at which they satisfied the examiners. Once
the certificate has been granted, it can afterwards be endorsed
for subsequent successes. No grant should be payable in
respect of a candidate under sixteen on September 1st in the year of
examination. Ordinary and Advanced papers in the same subject
are not to be taken in different years, so that a single certificate takes
the place of the present School and Higher School Certificates. The
Pass in the Ordinary papers should be approximate to a Credit
standard in the School Certificate, and a Pass at the Advanced
level should be roughly equivalent to a Pass in the Higher School
Certificate.
The Council recommended that the examinations should be held
at such a time as will enable the results to reach the Ministry
of Education by August 1st. This would probably involve the
holding of the examinations in May. The Ministry of Education
approved the main recommendations of the Report and announced